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RULES 

of the HONORABLE SOCIETY 

of the INN of COURT of NORTHERN IRELAND 

 

WITH REGARD to the ADMISSION of STUDENTS 

into the SOCIETY and to the DEGREE of 

BARRISTER-AT-LAW 

 

WITH REGARD to the ADMISSION of 

PRACTISING MEMBERS OF THE BAR OF ENGLAND 

AND WALES AND OF THE BAR OF IRELAND 

TO THE DEGREE OF BARRISTER-AT-LAW 

 

AND WITH REGARD TO CALL TO THE BAR 

OF NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE REGULATION AND REGISTRATION OF EUROPEAN LAWYERS 

BY VIRTUE OF   

(A)    THE LAWYERS’ SERVICES DIRECTIVE 77/249/EEC IMPLEMENTED BY THE EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITIES (SERVICES OF LAWYERS) ORDER 1978; 

(B)   THE LAWYERS’ ESTABLISHMENT DIRECTIVE 98/5/EC IMPLEMENTED BY THE EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITIES (LAWYERS PRACTICE) REGULATIONS 2000; AND 

(C)    THE PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS DIRECTIVE 2005/36/EC IMPLEMENTED BY THE 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (RECOGNITION OF PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS) 

REGULATIONS 2007. 

 
AND WITH REGARD TO CESSATION AND RESUMPTION 

OF PRACTICE 
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 ADMISSION OF STUDENTS 
 
 
1.  Application for admission as a student of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland must be made by duly 

completing and signing a Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking in the form set out in the First 
Schedule, which, together with the appropriate Certificate duly completed by a Barrister in independent 
practice in Northern Ireland  of at least 10 years’ standing in the form set out in the First Schedule,  
must be lodged in the Under Treasurer’s Office on or before the 31st day of August or such other date 
as the Treasurer or, in his absence, the Lord Chief Justice may direct.  Copies of the said Memorials, 
Declaration, Undertakings and Certificates are obtainable from the Under Treasurer, Inn of Court of 
Northern Ireland, Royal Courts of Justice, Chichester Street, Belfast, BT1 3JF. 

 
2. (1) An applicant for admission as a student shall also lodge with the Memorial, Declaration, Undertaking 

and Certificate referred to in Rule 1, two certificates of good character complying with the following 
requirements:- 

 
  (a) a certificate from a responsible person resident in the United Kingdom who has known him 

personally for at least three years and has had opportunities of judging his character; and 
 
  (b) a further certificate which, if the applicant has received his general education in the United 

Kingdom or in the Republic of Ireland, shall be from the head of his school or college, or his 
tutor; and in all other cases shall be from a Judge, Magistrate or other person holding a similar 
official position in the jurisdiction where the applicant resides, or from the head of the school 
or college or his tutor in the academic institution located outside the United Kingdom and the 
Republic of Ireland where the applicant received his general education. 

 
 (2) The certificates of character referred to in Rule 2(1) (a) and (b) shall be in the form set out in the 

Second Schedule. 
 
3. Every person applying to be admitted as a student shall pay to the Under Treasurer the sum of £250, being the 

fee for admission to the Inn as a student, or such other fee for admission as may from time to time be prescribed 
by the Inn. 

 
 
 DISQUALIFICATION 
 
 
4. No person shall be admitted as a student or to the degree of Barrister at Law if:- 
 
 (a) he is an undischarged bankrupt, a disqualified director, a person who has entered into a voluntary 

arrangement with his creditors or is a person subject to another similar order or sanction, unless, in the 
in the opinion of the Inn, the particular circumstances of the case do not render his admission 
undesirable or inappropriate;  

 
 (b) he has been convicted of or cautioned for a criminal offence of such a nature as in the opinion of the 

Inn makes his admission undesirable; or 
 
 (c) whether by reason of any pending proceedings in respect of any criminal offence, any binding over 

order, any injunction, any order in relation to harassment or antisocial behaviour, any pending 
disciplinary proceedings or any adverse finding in respect of any disciplinary charge brought by an 
employer, or professional or regulatory body, any adverse finding in respect of an academic charge 
brought by a higher educational institution, any refusal of admission to or expulsion from an Inn of 
Court in England and Wales, the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland or  the King’s Inn in Ireland, or any 
serious incapacity due to mental disorder, or addiction to alcohol or drugs or any other condition which 
might impair his fitness to practice as a barrister, or for any other reason he is considered by the Inn to 
be unsuitable for admission. 
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5. No solicitor or law agent in any part of the United Kingdom or in the Republic of Ireland, Writer to the Signet, 
notary public, parliamentary agent or patent agent or apprentice, clerk, assistant or employee of any such person 
and no person engaged in any other occupation which in the opinion of the Benchers is incompatible with the 
position of a person seeking call to the Bar of Northern Ireland shall be admitted as a student or to the degree of 
Barrister at Law until he shall have entirely ceased to act or practice in any of the above capacities or 
occupations or to be financially interested in any profession or business connected therewith and, if on the rolls 
of any court or on a register of solicitors, shall at his own request have had his name removed from such rolls or 
register and, in any case, shall have made a declaration to that effect and have produced such evidence thereof 
as the Benchers may require. 

 
6. If a student while a student:- 
 
 (a) is adjudicated bankrupt or is disqualified from holding a directorship or enters into a voluntary 

arrangement with his creditors or becomes subject to another similar order or sanction; or 
 
 (b) is convicted of or cautioned for a criminal offence; or 
 
            (c)           becomes aware of any matter which in any manner renders the information contained in his Memorial, 

Declaration, Undertaking or Certificates of Good Character inaccurate or incomplete; 
 
 he shall forthwith inform the Under Treasurer in writing and abide by and carry out any order of the Inn arising 

out of such notification. 
 
7. If before Call to the Bar a student wishes to engage in any occupation other that of a student of the Inn he shall 

apply to the Inn through the Under Treasurer for permission to do so. 
 
8. Every student of the Inn shall attend the vocational course at the Institute of Professional Legal Studies, Queen's 

University, Belfast, conducted by the Council of Legal Education (Northern Ireland) or such other course of 
study as may be prescribed by the Executive Council of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland. 

 
 
 QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADMISSION AS A STUDENT AND CALL TO THE BAR 
 
 
9. (1) In this rule "degree" means a degree conferred by a university in the United Kingdom, the Republic of 

Ireland, or by the Council for National Academic Awards, being a degree and university (where the 
degree was conferred by a university) which have been recognised by the Council of Legal Education 
for Northern Ireland or by the Education Committee of the Executive Council. 

 
 (2) Subject to paragraph (3) and Rules 15, 15 A and 16 (Call of practising barristers of the Bar of England 

and Wales and of the Bar of Ireland) and Rule 21 (Call to the Bar of Northern Ireland by virtue of EU 
Directives or Implementing Legislation) a person shall not be admitted as a student of the Inn or called 
to the Bar unless he holds a degree with Second Class honours or better. 

 
 (3) The Education Committee shall have power (in exceptional cases) to admit as a student or to approve 

for Call to the Bar a graduate who has not obtained a Second Class honours degree. 
 
 (4) If, as his qualifications under this rule, an applicant for admission as a student of the Inn relies on a 

degree in law, he must also before admission satisfy the Education Committee that he has passed an 
examination of degree standard in each of the following subjects (in this rule referred to as "the core 
subjects"):- 

 
   Constitutional Law 
   Law of tort 
   Law of contract 
   Criminal Law 
   Equity 
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   Land Law 
   Law of evidence 
   European Law 
 
 ”Provided that - 
 
  (i) if, at the date of his application for admission as a student, such a person has not passed an 

examination of degree standard in any one or more of the core subjects he may at the discretion 
of the Committee be admitted as a student upon his satisfying the Committee in such manner 
as they may determine that he has otherwise acquired a satisfactory knowledge of that subject 
or those subjects. 

 
(5) If, as his qualification under this rule, an applicant for admission as a student of the Inn relies on a 

degree other than a degree in law, he must also before admission undertake to the Committee:- 
 
(i) to pursue such course of study not exceeding two academic years in length, in the core  
subjects; and 

 
(ii) to submit himself to such examinations in those subjects 
 

  as the Committee may determine.  Such a person shall not be called to the Bar unless he has passed an 
examination of degree standard in each of the core subjects. 

 
10. The Under Treasurer shall issue to every student on admission to the Inn a certificate of registration as a Bar 

student. 
 
11. Every student who has complied with the foregoing rules and who has obtained a Certificate of Professional 

Legal Studies or such other qualification as may be prescribed by the Inn in relation to a course of study under 
rule 8, and, being of the age of 21 years at least, desires to be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law, shall 
present at the Under Treasurer's Office a Memorial, Declaration, Undertaking, Certificate and Statement of 
Intention in the form set out in the Third Schedule.  Such Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking shall be 
signed by the student; the certificate annexed thereto shall be signed by a member of the Bar of Northern 
Ireland in independent practice of at least 10 years' standing; and the Statement of Intention to propose the 
Memorialist for admission to the degree of Barrister at Law shall be signed by a Bencher. 

 
12. Every student so applying for admission to the degree of Barrister at Law shall, prior to presenting such 

Memorial, pay to the Under Treasurer the sum of £250 being the fee payable to the Inn for admission to the 
degree or such fee for admission to the degree as may from time to time be prescribed by the Inn. 

 
13. When presenting the Memorial and Declaration for admission to the degree of Barrister-at-Law the student 

shall lodge the certificate required by rule 11 or such evidence of his other qualifications under that rule as may 
be required by the Inn, and a certificate of having obtained a degree as required by rule 9. 

 
 
 PUPILLAGE 
 
 
14. (1) A person intending to practise at the Bar of Northern Ireland shall, unless exempted therefrom by the 

Education Committee of the Executive Council, after Call to the Bar enter into pupillage with a 
barrister in independent practice of not less than 7 years standing or other barrister nominated by the 
Education Committee for a period of 12 months or such other period as the Executive Council may 
prescribe. 

 
 (2) Subject to paragraph (3), a person who has entered into pupillage may not accept instruction as a 

barrister in Northern Ireland or conduct any case or part of a case in any court or tribunal until he has 
completed to the satisfaction of the Education Committee 6 months' pupillage or such other period of 
pupillage as the Council may prescribe. 
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 (3) A pupil barrister who has completed to the satisfaction of the Education Committee not less than 3 

months' pupillage may conduct on behalf of or at the request of his master a case or part of a case 
before a Master of the Supreme Court. 

 
 
 
 CALL OF MEMBERS OF THE BAR OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
 TO THE BAR OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
 
 
15. (1) Any practising member of the Bar of England and Wales of at least three years' standing at the Bar who 

has successfully completed not less than 12 months of pupillage under the supervision of a member of 
the Bar of England and Wales in independent practice duly qualified to provide such supervision under 
the rules of the Bar of England and Wales for the time being in force who desires to be called to the Bar 
of Northern Ireland shall furnish to the Under Treasurer a Memorial, Declaration, Undertaking, 
Certificate and Statement of Intention in the form set out in the Fourth Schedule. Such Memorial, 
Declaration and Undertaking shall be signed by the applicant; the certificate annexed thereto shall be 
signed by a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland in independent practice of at least 10 years' 
standing; and the Statement of Intention to propose the Memorialist for admission to the degree of 
Barrister at Law shall be signed by a Bencher. In addition, the applicant shall provide the Under 
Treasurer with: 

 
  (a) a certificate of his Call to the Bar of England and Wales duly authenticated by the responsible 

officer of his Inn of Court; 
 
  (b) a certificate from the Treasurer of his Inn of Court that he has been actively engaged in 

practice at the Bar of England and Wales for at least three years immediately preceding the 
date of his application under this rule; and 

 
  (c) a certificate from the Attorney-General or the Solicitor-General of England and Wales that he 

is a fit and proper person to be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland. 
 
  and any such applicant who has complied with the requirements set out in this Rule may, on payment 

of the prescribed fee for call, be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland, without being admitted as a 
student of the Society, attending lectures, submitting to any examination or entering into pupillage.   

 
15A (1) Any member of the Bar of England and Wales of less than three years standing at the Bar who is 

entitled to practise at the Bar of England and Wales who has successfully completed not less than 12 
months of pupillage under the supervision of a member of the Bar of England and Wales in 
independent practice duly qualified to provide such supervision under the rules of the Bar of England 
and Wales for the time being in force who desires to be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland shall 
furnish to the Under Treasurer a Memorial, Declaration, Undertaking, Certificate and Statement of 
Intention in the form set out in the Fourth Schedule. Such Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking shall 
be signed by the applicant; the certificate annexed thereto shall be signed by a member of the Bar of 
Northern Ireland in independent practice of at least 10 years' standing; and the Statement of Intention to 
propose the Memorialist for admission to the degree of Barrister at Law shall be signed by a Bencher. 
In addition, the applicant shall provide the Under Treasurer with: 

: 
(a) a certificate of his Call to the Bar of England and Wales duly authenticated by the responsible 

officer of his Inn of Court; and 
 

(b) a certificate from the Attorney General or the Solicitor General of England and Wales that he is a 
fit and proper person to be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland. 

 
(c) a practising certificate issued by the Bar of England and Wales confirming that he is qualified to 

practise at the Bar of England and Wales. 
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 (2) The Education Committee of the Executive Council may require an applicant under this rule (a) before 

Call to the Bar to pass all or any part or parts of the aptitude test referred to in Rule 21 or (b) to satisfy 
the requirements of rule 14 as to pupillage or (c) to comply with both (a) and (b), as the Committee 
may determine. 

 
 
 CALL OF MEMBERS OF THE BAR OF IRELAND 
 TO THE BAR OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
 
 
16. (1) Any practising member of the Bar of Ireland of at least three years' standing at that Bar who has 

successfully completed not less than 12 months of pupillage under the supervision of a member of the 
Bar of Ireland in independent practice duly qualified to provide such supervision under the rules of the 
Bar of Ireland for the time being in force who desires to be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland shall 
furnish to the Under Treasurer a Memorial, Declaration, Undertaking, Certificate and Statement of 
Intention in the form set out in the Fourth Schedule. Such Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking shall 
be signed by the applicant; the certificate annexed thereto shall be signed by a member of the Bar of 
Northern Ireland in independent practice of at least 10 years' standing; and the Statement of Intention to 
propose the Memorialist for admission to the degree of Barrister at Law shall be signed by a Bencher. 
In addition, the applicant shall provide the Under Treasurer with: 

 
 
  (a) a certificate of his Call to the Bar of Ireland duly authenticated by the Under Treasurer of 

King's Inn; and 
 
  (b) a certificate from the Chief Justice that he has been actively engaged in practice at the Bar of 

Ireland for at least three years immediately preceding the date of his application under this rule 
and that he is a fit and proper person to be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland 

 
  and any such applicant who has complied with the requirements set out in this Rule may, on payment 

of the prescribed fees for call, be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland without being admitted as a 
student of the Society, attending lectures, submitting to any examination or entering into pupillage. 

 
 
 CALL TO THE BAR OF SOLICITORS 
 
 
17. (1) Subject to this rule, rule 18 and rule 19, a person who has been in practice as a solicitor in Northern 

Ireland for a period of not less than three years may be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland upon 
lodging with the Under Treasurer:- 

 
 
  (i) a certificate of the Law Society of Northern Ireland ("the Society") certifying that before 

admission as a solicitor he had pursued a course of study provided or approved by the Society 
and passed the requisite examination or a certificate that he had pursued an approved course of 
study at the Institute of Professional Legal Studies; 

 
  (ii) proof that he has pursued such additional course of study, if any, and passed such 

examinations, if any as may be prescribed either generally or in his particular case by the 
Education Committee; and 

 
(iii) in lieu of the certificates required by rule 2 of these rules, a certificate signed by two members 

of the Council of the Society that he is a fit and proper person to be called to the Bar of 
Northern Ireland and a certificate signed by the Secretary of the Society that he has not been 
found guilty of a breach of any of the Regulations of the Society and is not currently being 
investigated on suspicion of having committed any such breach. 
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 (2) A person who proposes to seek Call to the Bar of Northern Ireland under this rule:- 
 
  (a) must apply to the Under Treasurer for a determination either of the additional course of study 

and the examinations referred to in paragraph 1(ii) of this rule which he will be required to 
pursue or pass before being called to the Bar, or, as the case may be, that he will not be 
required to pursue any such course or pass any such examination before such Call; and 

 
  (b) shall give not less than six weeks’ notice to the Society of his intention to seek call to the Bar 

under this rule. 
 
 (3) Unless the Benchers otherwise direct in any particular case, the period of practice as a solicitor relied 

upon by a person who seeks Call to the Bar under this rule must not have ended earlier than six months 
before the date upon which he applies under this rule to be called to the Bar.  

 
18. Every person seeking to be called to the Bar under Rule 17 shall:  
 
                         (a)         present a Memorial, Declaration, Undertaking, Certificate and Statement of Intention in the form 

set out in the Fifth Schedule. Such Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking shall be signed by 
the applicant; the certificate annexed thereto shall be signed by a member of the Bar of 
Northern Ireland in independent practice of at least 10 years' standing; and the Statement of 
Intention to propose the Memorialist for admission to the degree of Barrister at Law shall be 
signed by a Bencher; 

 
                          (b)         shall pay the prescribed fees; and, save as hereinbefore provided; and   
 
                          (c)        comply with all the provisions of these rules, except Rules 2 and 5, with regard to Call to the 

Bar. 
 
 
19. Unless the Inn otherwise directs in a particular case, a person shall not be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland 

under Rule 17 until he (a) has entirely ceased to act or practise as a solicitor and if on the rolls of any Court or 
on a register of solicitors has had his name removed from such rolls or register, (b) has ceased to be financially 
interested in any business or practise of a solicitor and made a declaration to that effect and (c) has produced 
such evidence of the matters referred to at (a) and (b) as the Inn may require. 

 
TEMPORARY MEMBERSHIP OF THE BAR OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

 
20. (1) A practising member of the Bar of England and Wales may apply in writing to be admitted to 

temporary membership of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland (The Inn) and the Bar of Northern 
Ireland (The Bar) for the purpose of conducting a particular case or particular cases which arise out of 
the same facts or involve the same point of law, before a court or courts in Northern Ireland. 

 
 (2) In order to be admitted to temporary membership an applicant must:  
 
  (i) (a) specify the case, or group of cases for which temporary membership is sought and the  

court at which the case or cases are to be hears; and  
 
                                        (b)         provide evidence which establishes that either a solicitor or solicitors of the Court 

of Judicature of Northern Ireland or an Instructing Professional Client who is a member of a 
Recognised Professional Body which has been granted by the Bar Council the right to 
instruct a barrister without the intervention of a solicitor wish to brief the applicant to appear 
in the case or cases in respect of which he seeks temporary membership 

 
  (ii) satisfy the Inn that the applicant has been in independent practice at the Bar of England and 

Wales for at least 3 years before the date of the application; 
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  (iii) satisfy the Inn that the applicant has a valid practising certificate issued by the Bar of England 
and Wales; and 

 
  (iv) satisfy the Inn that the applicant has in place professional indemnity insurance valid in 

Northern Ireland which is the equivalent in all respects to that required by the Bar of Northern 
Ireland at the time of the application. 

 
  (v) The applicant must undertake in writing to comply with the Code of Conduct of the Bar at all 

times during the applicant’s period of temporary membership and to be bound by the 
disciplinary procedures of the Bar of Northern Ireland in respect of the applicant’s conduct 
during the period of temporary membership, irrespective of whether any complaint is made in 
respect of that conduct during or at any time after the period of temporary membership. This 
duty to comply with the Code of Conduct of the Bar at all times, includes a requirement that 
if temporary membership is sought by an applicant who is instructed by an Instructing 
Professional Client, also to act at all times in compliance  with the Guidelines on Direct 
Professional Access, during the applicant’s period of temporary membership 

 
  (vi) The applicant shall obtain a practising certificate from the Bar of Northern Ireland before the 

applicant appears in court and acts in any fashion whatsoever in the case or group of cases for 
which temporary membership has been granted. 

 
  (vii) The application must be accompanied by a Memorial and Undertaking in the form set out in 

Schedule 4A, together with the prescribed fee. 
 
 (3)  Temporary membership lasts until all procedures (including appeals) have been completed in 

respect of the case or group of cases for which temporary membership has been granted and 
only permits the applicant to appear in those proceedings during the period of temporary 
membership. 

 
 (4)  After 1st March, 2015 temporary membership will be granted on no more than three occasions 

in total. 
 
 (5)  Applications for temporary membership of the Inn of Court and the Bar of Northern Ireland 

may be granted by a committee of the Inn. 
 
 (6) (i) The committee shall meet once each term to consider applications for temporary membership 

and shall have power to regulate its procedure and to regulate the form and procedures required 
to make applications for temporary membership, as it considers necessary; 

 
  (ii) In exceptional circumstances the committee may meet more frequently, and abridge or 

dispense with any time limit or other requirement in relation to applications for temporary 
membership. 

 
 (7)  Applications for temporary membership shall be accompanied by such fee as the Inn of Court 

of Northern Ireland may determine from time to time. 
 

APPLICATION FOR CALL TO THE BAR OF NORTHERN IRELAND PURSUANT TO EUROPEAN 
DIRECTIVES 98/5/EC AND 2005/36/EC AND THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (LAWYERS’ 
PRACTICE) REGULATIONS 2000 AND PART THREE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

(RECOGNITION OF PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS) REGULATIONS 2007 
 
21.  (1)              The Executive Council of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland (“the Executive Council”) is, pursuant 

to the 2000 and 2007 Regulations, the competent authority designated by those Regulations in 
relation to the profession of Barrister in Northern Ireland and the Benchers of the Honorable Society 
of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland are the appropriate Appeal Body pursuant to regulation 36 of 
the 2007 Regulations  
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             (2)     The Executive Council shall receive and consider applications and take the actions and decisions 

referred to in the 2000 and 2007 Regulations.  

             (3)        A person who is entitled to seek to practise the profession of Barrister in Northern Ireland pursuant to 
European Directives 98/5/EC and 2005/36/EC (’the Directives’) and the implementing regulations in 
Northern Ireland, (‘the applicant’), may apply to be admitted to the Inn of Court and to the degree of 
Barrister at Law in accordance with this Rule. Only holders of the degree of Barrister at Law may be 
called to the Bar of Northern Ireland by the Lord Chief Justice and admitted to practise in the Courts 
of Northern Ireland as members of the Bar of Northern Ireland. 

             (4)      An applicant shall apply to be admitted to the Inn of Court and to the degree of Barrister at Law by 
completing Form One in the Sixth Schedule . Such application shall include or be accompanied by: 

(a) particulars of the diploma, attestation of competence issued by a competent authority in the home 
Member State or other evidence of training and qualifications relied upon by the applicant as 
entitling him to practise as a barrister in Northern Ireland under the terms of the Directive; 

(b) the original or a duly authenticated copy of every such diploma, certificate or other document 
relied upon by the applicant; 

(c) such evidence as is relied upon by the applicant to establish: 

(i) that he is of good character and repute; and  

(ii) that he has not been declared or adjudged bankrupt, or disqualified from holding a directorship or 
has not entered into a voluntary arrangement with his creditors or had a similar order made against 
him or in relation to his estate where such bankruptcy, disqualification, arrangement or similar order 
remains undischarged or in force; and 

(iii) that he has not on the ground of professional misconduct or the commission of a criminal 
offence been prohibited from practising in any member state in which he formerly qualified or 
practised and is not currently suspended from so practising; 

(d) such representations or evidence as the applicant may wish to make in support of any 
application that he be wholly or partially exempted from passing an aptitude test in accordance with 
paragraph 7 of this Rule; 

(e) any other representations or material upon which the applicant may wish to rely in support of his 
application; 

(f) certified English translations of all documents submitted in any language other than English; and   

(g) the applicant’s application fee as set from time to time by the Executive Council. 

               (5)     Any document or certificate presented by the applicant pursuant to paragraph (4) (c) of this Rule must 
be presented no more than three months after its date of issue. 

(6) The Executive Council shall consider the applicant’s application as soon as is reasonably practicable 
and shall issue to the applicant with a reasoned decision thereon not later than four months after all 
documents relied upon by the applicant have been lodged. Such decision may be: 
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(a) that the applicant be admitted to the Inn and degree of Barrister at Law without being required to 
pass any part of the aptitude test, 

(b) that the applicant be admitted to the Inn and degree of Barrister at Law subject to the applicant 
passing the whole or any specified part or parts of the aptitude test, or 

(c) that the applicant’s application be refused. 

(7) If an applicant is unable to establish any of the matters referred to in paragraph (4) (c) of this Rule, 
the Executive Council may nevertheless entertain his application and if otherwise appropriate may 
make a decision under paragraph (6) (a) or (b) of this Rule if it is satisfied that the circumstances 
resulting in the applicant’s inability to establish these matters are not such as to make his admission 
to the Inn and to the degree of Barrister at Law in Northern Ireland undesirable.     

              (8)     In accordance with paragraph (6) (b) of this Rule, the applicant be admitted to the Inn and degree of 
Barrister at Law subject to the applicant passing the whole or any specified part or parts of the 
aptitude test. The following provisions shall apply in relation to the aptitude test:  

 
(a) In determining whether an applicant is to be required to pass an aptitude test or some part or 

parts thereof, the Executive Council: 
 
(i) shall observe the requirements of Regulation 24 of the 2007 Regulations; 

 
(ii) shall consider whether the applicant is entitled to an exemption from the requirement 

to pass an aptitude test under the provisions of Regulation 29 of the 2000 Regulations; 
 

(iii) shall consider the diplomas and/or other qualifications relied upon by the applicant 
in his application and shall only require the applicant to pass those parts of the 
aptitude test which cover matters which differ substantially from those covered by 
his diplomas and/or other qualifications. 

 
(iv) may exempt an applicant from passing the whole or any part or parts of the aptitude 

test having regard to the nature, scope or quality of the applicant's diploma or other 
evidence of formal qualifications or practice if it thinks fit to do so; 

 
(v) shall grant exemption from any part of the aptitude test in respect of which it is 

satisfied that the relevant subject is already covered to a standard not lower than that of 
the aptitude test by the applicant's diploma or other evidence of formal qualifications; 
 

(vi) in the case of a European lawyer who has been registered with the Executive 
Council for at least three years, shall grant exemption from all or any part of the 
aptitude test on the basis that the requirements under paragraph (2) or (3) of 
Regulation 29 of the 2000 Regulations are met. 

 
   (9)      The amount of fees payable in connection with the taking of the aptitude test shall from time to time be 

fixed by the Executive Council and be paid to it before the test is taken.  
 
   (10)    Subject to any determination under paragraph (8) above, the Aptitude Test shall consist of three written 

papers and an oral examination. 
 
  (a) The written papers shall be as follows:- 
 
   (i) A 3 hour paper on the Law of Contract, Tort and Criminal Law. 
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   (ii) A 3 hour paper on the Law of Property including Equity and Trusts, Company Law 
and Constitutional Law. 

 
  (iii) A 3 hour paper on the Law of Evidence, Practice and Procedure and Rules of 

Professional Conduct. 
 

(b) The oral examination shall be an assessment of the applicant's preparation and oral presentation 
to a tribunal of a case or application.  

 
(c) The Aptitude Test shall be conducted under the supervision and direction of the Executive 

Council and shall be held at such times and in such place or places as the Executive Council 
appoints but so that a test shall be held not less than once each year. 

 
(d) The Aptitude Test shall be set and marked by the Institute of Professional Legal Studies, 

Queen's University Belfast together with external examiners appointed by the Executive 
Council. 

 
(e) The Aptitude Test shall be held in Belfast. 

 
(f) An applicant who is required to pass the test must take all parts of the test (or all parts which he 

is required to pass) on the same occasion on which the test is held. 
 
(g) An applicant who is required to pass the test must take the test or the relevant part or parts of it 

within two years after the date of the decision made by the Executive Council under paragraph 
(6) (b) above, but the Executive Council may on application to it extend the period of two years 
in any particular case when it appears to it to be appropriate to do so. 

 
 

(h) Subject as hereinafter provided if at any test an applicant would have passed the test but for his 
failure in any one part of the test, the Executive Council may, having regard for the standard 
which he has attained in the part which he has failed, allow him to be treated as having passed 
the test or the part or parts of it which he is required to pass (a conditional pass) on the 
condition that he pass the one part which he failed within three years of the date of the decision 
made by the Executive Council under paragraph (6) (b) above. 

 
(i) In exercising its power under paragraph (10) (h) above, the Executive Council shall act in 

accordance with any general directions as to the requisite standards which may from time to 
time be given by examiners. 

 
(j) Where an applicant does not qualify for a conditional pass under paragraph (10) (h) above, the 

Executive Council may order that he shall not be required to pass again any one or more parts 
of the aptitude test in which his performance was in the opinion of the Executive Council 
sufficiently meritorious to justify the making of such an Order. 

 
 

(11) An applicant who has received a decision from the Executive Council in terms of paragraph (6) (a) or 
(b) above shall (upon successfully passing all or part of the aptitude test where applicable) be entitled 
to be admitted to the Inn and to the degree of Barrister at Law upon furnishing to the Under Treasurer 
a Memorial, Declaration, Undertaking, Certificate and Statement of Intention in the form set out in the 
Fourth Schedule. Such Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking shall be signed by the applicant; the 
certificate annexed thereto shall be signed by a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland in independent 
practice of at least 10 years' standing; and the Statement of Intention to propose the Memorialist for 
admission to the degree of Barrister at Law shall be signed by a Bencher. 
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(12)    Upon being admitted to the Inn and the degree of Barrister at Law an applicant shall be entitled to be 
called to the Bar of Northern Ireland by the Lord Chief Justice and admitted to practise in the courts 
of Northern Ireland as a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland. 

(13)     An applicant who is called to the Bar of Northern Ireland pursuant to this Rule is exempt from any 
pupillage requirement provided for in Rule 14.  

 
APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS A REGISTERED EUROPEAN LAWYER PURSUANT TO 

EUROPEAN DIRECTIVES 98/5/EC AND 2005/36/EC AND THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
(LAWYERS’ PRACTICE) REGULATIONS 2000 AND PART THREE OF THE EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITIES (RECOGNITION OF PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS) REGULATIONS 2007 
 

22. (1) A European lawyer who wishes to practise on a permanent basis in Northern Ireland under 
            his home professional title, may apply to the Executive Council to be registered as a registered 

     European lawyer. 
 

        (2) An application for registration must be made by completing Form Two set out in Sixth Schedule  and must 
be accompanied by: 

 
(a)  a certificate, not more than three months old at the date of receipt of the application by the Executive 

Council, indicating that the applicant  is registered with the Competent Authority in a Member State as a 
lawyer qualified to practise in that Member State under a Member State professional title; 
 

(b) a declaration that the applicant has not on the grounds of misconduct or of the commission of a criminal 
offence been prohibited from practising in that Member State and is not currently suspended from so 
practising; 

 
(c) a declaration that no bankruptcy order or director’s disqualification order has been made against the 

applicant and that the applicant has not entered into an individual voluntary arrangement with his creditors; 
 

(d) a declaration that the applicant is not aware of any other circumstances relevant to his fitness to practise 
under his home professional title in Northern Ireland; and 

 
(e) a declaration that the applicant is not registered with the Law Society of England and Wales, of Scotland or 

of Northern Ireland or the Bar Standards Board of England and Wales or the Faculty of Advocates of 
Scotland;  

 
(f) a declaration that the applicant will abide by the Rules of Professional Conduct of the Bar of Northern 

Ireland;  
 

(g) a declaration that the applicant will seek and obtain on an annual basis a Practising Certificate  
 

(h) a declaration that the applicant has and will maintain and keep in place a policy of Professional Indemnity 
Insurance or cover by a professional guarantee fund valid in Northern Ireland and which provides such level 
of cover as is required from time to time by the Bar Council of those engaged in practice as a Barrister in 
Northern Ireland with specific details of the policy or cover being provided;  

 
(i) proof or nationality of the applicant, or where he is not a national of a relevant European state, proof of the 

Community right on which he relies; 
 

(j) evidence of the applicant’s professional qualifications; and 
 

(k) payment of the prescribed fee. 
 

(3) Provided that it is satisfied that the application complies with the requirements of Rule 22 (1) and (2) above, 
the Executive Council will: 
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(a) register the applicant as a registered European lawyer; and 

 
(b) so inform the applicant and the competent authority in the applicant’s Member State which has issued the 

certificate referred to in Rule 21 (2) above. 
 

(4) The Executive Council will: 
 
(a) remove a registered European lawyer from the register: 

  
(i) pursuant to a sentence of a Disciplinary Tribunal or  

 
(ii) if the registered European lawyer ceases to be a European lawyer. 

 
(b) suspend a registered European lawyer from the register: 

 
(i) pursuant to a sentence of either a Disciplinary Tribunal or an Interim Suspension Panel; or 

 
(ii)  if the registered European lawyer’s authorisation in his home State to pursue professional 

activities under his home professional title is suspended. 
 

(5) Where the Executive Council makes a decision to remove or suspend a European lawyer from the register 
under paragraph (4), it shall notify the European lawyer’s home professional body: 

 
(i) of his removal or suspension from the register; and 

 
(ii) of any criminal conviction, caution, bankruptcy order, disqualification or arrangement of which it 

becomes aware against a registered European lawyer. 
 

NOTIFICATION OF AN INTENTION TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES ON A 
TEMPROARY AND OCCASIONAL BASIS BY A QUALIFIED EUROPEAN LAWYER UNDER 

EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE 2005/36/EC AND PART TWO OF EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
(RECOGNITION OF PRFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS) REGULATIONS 2007 

 
23. 

(1) Prior to providing any professional legal services in Northern Ireland, a qualified European lawyer intending 
to practise on a temporary and occasional basis in Northern Ireland under his home professional title, shall 
notify the Executive Council of his intention to do so by completing the declaration and providing the 
information and supporting documentation specified in this Rule. 
 

(2) Upon receipt of the completed declarations and supporting documentation, the Executive Council shall firstly 
assess whether the provision of the professional legal services described in the declaration constitutes the 
provision of professional legal services on a temporary and occasional basis in particular in relation to its 
duration, its frequency, its regularity and its continuity. 
 

(3) If the Executive Council does not consider that the provision of the professional legal services described in 
the declaration constitutes the provision of such services on a temporary and occasional basis, it shall inform 
the applicant accordingly and give reasons for its decision.  

 
(4) On the first occasion on which a qualified European lawyer notifies the Executive Council of his intention to 

practise on a temporary and occasional basis in Northern Ireland under his home professional title, the 
declaration referred to in the Rule must be made in writing and must contain the following information: 

 
(l) Information relating to the duration, frequency, regularity and continuity of the professional legal services 

the applicant intends to provide in order to enable the Executive Council to make the assessment it is 
required to make under Regulation 9 (2) of the 2007 Regulations; 
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(m) a declaration that that the applicant has in place a policy of Professional Indemnity Insurance or is covered 
by a professional guarantee fund that will apply should he engage in practice in Northern Ireland and which 
provides such level of cover as is required from time to time by the Bar Council of those engaged in practice 
as a Barrister in Northern Ireland with specific details of the policy or cover being provided; and  

 
(n) a statement that this is the first occasion on which the applicant has notified the Executive Council of his 

intention to practise on a temporary and occasional basis in Northern Ireland. 
 

(5)  A declaration which is made on the first occasion on which the applicant notifies the Executive Council of 
his intention to practise on a temporary and occasional basis in Northern Ireland must be accompanied by the 
following supporting documentation and information: 
 

(a) proof of nationality of the applicant, or where he is not a national of a relevant European State, proof of the 
Community Right upon which he relies; 

 
(b) evidence of the applicant’s professional qualifications; and  

 
 

(c)  an attestation, certifying that the applicant  is legally established in another Member State for the purpose of 
the provision of professional legal services in that Member State and confirming that he is not prohibited, 
even temporarily, from engaging in the provision of professional legal services at the moment of delivering 
the attestation; 

 
(6)  If the applicant intends to provide temporary or occasional professional legal services in Northern Ireland in 

any subsequent year after the year in which he has first submitted a declaration to the Executive Council 
under paragraph (4) above, he must submit a renewed declaration must be made in writing and must contain 
the following information: 
 

(a) Information relating to the duration, frequency, regularity and continuity of the professional legal services 
the applicant intends to provide in order to enable the Executive Council to make the assessment it is 
required to make under Regulation 9 (2) of the 2007 Regulations; 
 

(b) a declaration that that the applicant has in place a policy of Professional Indemnity Insurance or is covered 
by a professional guarantee fund that will apply should he engage in practice in Northern Ireland and which 
provides such level of cover as is required from time to time by the Bar Council of those engaged in practice 
as a Barrister in Northern Ireland with specific details of the policy or cover being provided; and  

 
(c) a statement that this is a renewal declaration notified the Executive Council of his intention to practise on a 

temporary and occasional basis in Northern Ireland. 
 

 
(7) A renewal declaration which is made on the second or any subsequent occasion on which the applicant 

notifies the Executive Council of his intention to practise on a temporary and occasional basis in Northern 
Ireland needs only to be accompanied by the supporting documentation and information referred to in 
paragraph 5 above if there is a material change in the situation substantiated by any of the documents and 
information. 
 

 
(8) Upon receipt of the declarations, information and supporting documentation stipulated in paragraphs (4), (5), 

(6) and (7) above, and  following an assessment that the provision of the professional legal services described 
in the declaration constitutes the provision of such services on a temporary and occasional basis, the 
Executive Council shall: 
 
(c) In order to facilitate the application of the disciplinary provisions of Code of Conduct of the Bar of 

Northern Ireland, provide the applicant with temporary registration as a qualified European lawyer 
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registered to provide professional legal services in Northern Ireland on a temporary and occasional basis; 
and  
 

(d) so inform the applicant and the competent authority in the applicant’s Member State which has issued the 
attestation referred to in paragraph (5) (c) above. 

 
(9) The Executive Council will: 

 
(c) Revoke the temporary registration of a qualified European lawyer: 

  
(iii) pursuant to a sentence of a Disciplinary Tribunal or  

 
(iv) if he becomes established in the provision of professional legal services in any legal jurisdiction 

within the United Kingdom as a registered European lawyer; or  
 

(v) if he is subject to a decision of the competent or judicial authority of the relevant European State 
in which he is established which has the effect that he is no longer lawfully established in that 
State or that he is prohibited (even temporarily) from practicing that profession there. 
 

 
(10) Where the Executive Council makes a decision to revoke the temporary registration of a qualified European 

lawyer under paragraph (9), it shall notify the European lawyer’s home professional body: 
 
(iii) of the revocation of his temporary registration; and 

 
(iv) of any criminal conviction, or disciplinary finding of which it becomes aware against the qualified 

European lawyer. 
 

REVIEWS AND APPEALS 
 

24.   
             (1) An applicant who has made an application to the Executive Council under these rules and who is 

dissatisfied with the decision of the Executive Council on that application may request in writing that 
the Executive Council shall review its decision and on making such request shall pay such fee as may 
from time to time be determined by the Executive Council. 

 
 (2) On receipt of any such request the Executive Council as soon as possible shall review its decision and 

in doing so shall take into account both such material or information as was provided for its 
consideration when the application was originally made and also such additional material or 
information, if any, as may be furnished by the applicant in support of his request for review and it may 
either affirm its original decision or substitute for it any other decision which it could have made on the 
original application. 

 
(3) A decision by the Executive Council on review under the rules shall not be subject to further review by 

the Executive Council at the instance of the applicant but the applicant may appeal to the Benchers of 
the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland but must do so within 21 days from the 
date on which the decision of the Executive Council against which he wishes to appeal has been 
communicated to him in writing or within such further time as may be allowed by the Lord Chief 
Justice of Northern Ireland. 

 
(4) The applicant must serve a Notice of Appeal setting out the grounds of appeal on the Under Treasurer 

of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland and on the Secretary of the Executive Council. 
 
 (5) The applicant shall submit with the Notice of Appeal an address at which service on the applicant is to 

be effected for all purposes in connection with the said appeal. 
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 (6) The applicant shall serve on the Under Treasurer and on the Secretary of the Executive Council copies 
of all documents, including correspondence already submitted by him to the Executive Council and of 
any correspondence or documents from the Executive Council to him. 

 
 (7) The appeal shall be heard and determined by a Committee of the Benchers appointed by them from 

among their number for that purpose ("the Appeal Committee"). 
 
 (8) No documents, other than those specified in Rule 24 (6) hereof, shall be submitted to or considered by 

the Appeal Committee save in exceptional circumstances and with the consent of the Appeal 
Committee. 

 
 (9) The Appeal Committee may give leave to either party to the appeal to make oral representations to it 

but if it does so it must give such leave to both parties to the appeal. 
 
 (10) The decision of the Appeal Committee shall be in writing and shall be communicated by the Under 

Treasurer of the Inn of Court to the applicant and to the Secretary of the Executive Council. 
 
 
 (11) The Appeal Committee may direct the payment by either party to the appeal of such fees and costs, 

including the costs of the other party to the appeal, as to it may seem fit. 
 
 GENERAL 
 
25. Such disciplinary action as they consider proper may be taken by the Benchers in regard to the conduct of 

students. 
 
26. All students and barristers shall be bound by such variations as may from time to time be made in these rules. 
 
27. Without prejudice to any of their powers under these rules the Benchers may in any case (including the case of 

non-compliance with a rule) in which they think the circumstances justify such a course, relax and dispense 
with any particular requirement of these rules, on such terms as they may deem necessary. 

 
 
 BARRISTERS CEASING AND RESUMING PRACTICE 
 
28. (1) Any member of the Bar of Northern Ireland who cease to practise must forthwith inform in writing the 

Under Treasurer and the Secretary of the Bar Council of the date on which he ceased to practise. 
 
 (2) Any member of the Bar of Northern Ireland who more than one year after call wishes to take up or, 

after ceasing to practise, wishes to resume practice must, before doing so, inform the Under Treasurer 
and the Secretary of the Bar Council in writing of his intention and must lodge with the Under 
Treasurer a further Memorial in the form set out in the Seventh Schedule. 

 
 
 OPERATION OF RULES AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 
 
29. (1) These rules shall come into force on the 1st March, 2015 and shall apply to all students admitted to the 

Inn after that date but the rules in relation to students admitted before that date shall continue in force 
so far as they apply. 

 
(2) Save as aforesaid, the rules immediately before the 1st March, 2015, shall cease to have effect. 

 
PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY INSURANCE 

 
30.        (1) No one may called to the Bar in Northern Ireland, or be registered as a Registered European Lawyer 

by the Executive Council in Northern Ireland or practice as a Barrister at Law or a Registered 
European Lawyer registered by the Executive Council in Northern Ireland unless that person can 
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demonstrate that he has in place a policy of Professional Indemnity Insurance or is covered by a 
professional guarantee fund that will apply should he engage in practice in Northern Ireland and 
which provides such level of cover as is required from time to time by the Bar Council of those 
engaged in practice in Northern Ireland. 

 
(2) The Benchers may at their discretion exempt any candidate wishing to be called to the Bar in 

Northern Ireland from the requirement set out in paragraph (1) above provided that he undertakes 
that he will not engage in practice in Northern Ireland and that in the event that he proposes to 
engage in practice in Northern Ireland in future he will not do so without first obtaining such a policy 
or coverage. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE – RULE 1 

MEMORIAL, DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING  

TO BE ADMITTED AS A STUDENT OF THE INN OF COURT OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

To the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland (“the Inn”)                 

Photograph 

I, (full names 1) ………………………………………………     

of  (home address) ………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

Email ………………………………………………………… 

Tel: …………………………………………………………… 

Date of birth ………………………………………………… 

Present occupation ………………………………………… 

for the purpose of obtaining admission as a student of the Inn do hereby declare and 

undertake as follows:- 

1. (a)  I have never been convicted of any criminal offence 2.   

 

 

                                            
1   Give your name as shown on your passport. 

 
2   For this purpose a “criminal offence” means any offence including an offence relating to the non-payment 

of tax or VAT, wherever and whenever committed, under the criminal law of any jurisdiction except (i) an 

offence for which liability is capable of being discharged by payment of a fixed penalty; and (ii) an 

offence which has as its main ingredient the unlawful parking of a vehicle.  Any conviction which is spent 

is nevertheless required to be disclosed by virtue of the Rehabilitation of Offenders (Exceptions) Order 

(Northern Ireland) 1979 or any equivalent legislation in England and Wales.   Details of a criminal 

conviction should specify the sentence given. 

 



(b) There are no proceedings pending 3 against me in the United Kingdom or 

elsewhere in respect of any criminal offence. 

(c )  I have not 

         (i)    received a caution or been bound over, 

(ii)     been the subject of a court injunction, or 

(iii)  been the subject of an injunction/order in relation to harassment or 

anti-social behaviour  

at any time either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.   

(d)   I am not currently aware of any circumstances which might lead to me   

        being or becoming the subject of an investigation relating to a criminal  

        charge either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere. 

(e) I have never been convicted of a disciplinary charge by an employer or by 

a professional or regulatory body nor are there any disciplinary proceedings 

pending against me in the United Kingdom or elsewhere in respect of any 

such charge.         

(f)    I have never been found guilty of an academic charge by a higher  

        education institution 4. 

(g)   I have  never had any bankruptcy order5, debt relief order6, director’s  

                                            
3    Proceedings are pending if (i) you are currently charged with, or (ii) you are on bail or in detention or 

custody (or have failed to surrender to custody) in connection with any criminal offence. 

4    If you were found guilty, but subsequently successfully appealed against that finding, there is no need to 

declare it. 

5   For this purpose a “bankruptcy order” includes a bankruptcy order made pursuant to the Insolvency   

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any such similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
6   For this purpose, a “debt relief order” includes a debt relief order made pursuant to the Insolvency      

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 



       disqualification order7, bankruptcy restrictions order8 or debt relief   

       restrictions order made against me nor have I entered into any individual  

      voluntary arrangement with creditors. 

(h)  I have not previously been refused admission to or expelled from an Inn of 

Court in England and Wales, the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland or the 

King’s Inns in Ireland or from any other similar body in any country in the 

world. 

(i) I do not suffer from serious incapacity due to mental disorder (within the 

meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or any 

equivalent legislation in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland), nor 

addiction to alcohol or drugs, nor from any other condition which might impair 

my fitness to be a practising barrister 9. 

If any of the statements in paragraph 1 (a) – (i) is incorrect in any respect, 

please delete the statement or relevant part of it as appropriate. 

 

 

 

                                            
7   For this purpose, a “director’s disqualification order” includes a disqualification order made by a court or  

    disqualification undertaking accepted by the Secretary of State, pursuant to the Company Directors’   

    Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any  

    jurisdiction in the world.  
8  For this purpose, a “bankruptcy restrictions order” includes a bankruptcy restrictions order made by a  

   court or a bankruptcy restrictions undertaking accepted pursuant to the Insolvency (Northern Ireland)    

   Order 1989 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any jurisdiction in the world. 
9  If you are a disabled person within the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or the 

Disability Discrimination Act 1995 or any equivalent legislation in England and Wales and are unable to 

make this declaration then, on application to the Inn, consideration will be given as to whether reasonable 

adjustments can be made. 



2. Except as disclosed below, I am not aware of any other matter which might 

reasonably be thought to call into question my fitness to practise as a barrister 10. 

 

 

 

 

3. I accept that honesty and integrity are at the heart of a barrister’s practice.   

4. If requested by the Inn, I will apply, or assist the Inn in applying, to Access NI or the 

equivalent body in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland for disclosure about me. 

5. I will inform the Inn immediately if any statement made in this Memorial, Declaration 

or Undertaking ceases to be true while I am an applicant for admission as a student 

of the Inn.  

6. I understand that the Benchers will consider the information in this Memorial, 

Declaration and Undertaking before they decide whether to admit me as a student 

to the Inn.  

 

 

 

                                            
10   This includes any incident or behaviour which, if known to the Inn, might cause your application to be 

considered more carefully.  If in doubt, disclose the incident/behaviour. 

 



7.  While I am a student of the Inn: 

 (a)  I will comply with such regulations as are made by the Inn and any other 

relevant body concerning the conduct and discipline of its students and  

 (b)  I will promptly inform the Under Treasurer of the Inn in writing if I am found 

guilty by the course provider of cheating or any other misconduct on a Bar Professional 

Training Course or am found guilty of an academic offence by a higher education 

institution.  

8. While a student I will not engage in any profession or be concerning in any trade or 

business without the consent of the Under Treasurer.   

9. I have read and understood the terms of this Memorial, Declaration and 

Undertaking. 

10.  I understand that if this Memorial, Declaration or Undertaking is found to be false  

      in any material respect or there is a breach of the Declaration or Undertaking,  

      such falsity or breach shall constitute professional misconduct.   

11. I will inform the Inn of any change to my name, address, e-mail or telephone  

contact details.  Except as set out below, this is my first and only application for    

admisson as a student to any Inn or similar body.  

 

 

 

 

Dated        day of                        2     . 

 

    Signature:  ………………………………………. 

 



FIRST SCHEDULE - RULE 1 

CERTIFICATE 

 

of a practising barrister of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least 10 years’ standing. 

 

I certify that: 

1. I know the applicant ……………………………………………………….. and 

2. I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and 

3. I believe that he is a fit and proper person to be admitted to the degree of 

Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland. 

  

Dated           day of                      20    . 

 

Signed: …………………………………. 

 

  

 



SECOND SCHEDULE - RULE 2(1)(a) 

CERTIFICATE OF CHARACTER 

 

I certify that: 

1. I know the applicant …………………………………………… 

2. I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and 

3. I believe that he is a fit and proper person to be admitted as a student of the 

Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland with a view to being 

called to the Bar of Northern Ireland. 

 

 

 

Dated  ……. day of …………………… 20 … 

 

Signed: ………………………………………... 



SECOND SCHEDULE - RULE 2(1)(b) 

CERTIFICATE OF CHARACTER 

I certify that: 

1.  I ……………………………………………………….. 

of ……………………………………………………… 

address:  

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

e-mail address:  ……………………………………………………………… 

profession, occupation, position: …………………………………………… 

telephone contact details: …………………………………………………... 

confirm that the applicant …………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

has been known to me personally for upwards of ……… years. 

I have had the following opportunities of judging his/her character: 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

I believe the applicant to be a fit and proper person to be admitted as a  

student of the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland  

with a view to be called to the Bar of Northern Ireland 

 

 

 

 

Dated  ……. day of …………………… 20 … 

 

Signed: ………………………………………... 



THIRD SCHEDULE – RULE 11 

MEMORIAL, DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING TO BE ADMITTED TO THE  

DEGREE OF BARRISTER-AT-LAW 

 

To the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland 

(“the Inn”)                                                                                                    Photograph 

I, (full names 1) ………………………………………………     

of  (home address) ………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

Email ………………………………………………………… 

Tel: …………………………………………………………… 

Date of birth ………………………………………………… 

Present occupation ………………………………………… 

for the purpose of being admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern 

Ireland to hereby declare and undertake as follows:- 

1. (a)  I have never been convicted of any criminal offence 2.   

                                            
1   Give your name as shown on your passport. 

 
2   For this purpose a “criminal offence” means any offence including an offence relating to the non-

payment of tax or VAT, wherever and whenever committed, under the criminal law of any 

jurisdiction except (i) an offence for which liability is capable of being discharged by payment of a 

fixed penalty; and (ii) an offence which has as its main ingredient the unlawful parking of a 

vehicle.  Any conviction which is spent is nevertheless required to be disclosed by virtue of the 

Rehabilitation of Offenders (Exceptions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979 or any equivalent 

legislation in England and Wales.   Details of a criminal conviction should specify the sentence 

given. 

 



 

 

(b) There are no proceedings pending 3 against me in the United Kingdom 

or elsewhere in respect of any criminal offence. 

(c )  I have not 

         (i)    received a caution or been bound over, 

(ii)     been the subject of a court injunction, or 

(iii)  been the subject of an injunction/order in relation to harassment 

or anti-social behaviour  

at any time either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.   

(d)   I am not currently aware of any circumstances which might lead to me   

        being or becoming the subject of an investigation relating to a 

criminal  

        charge either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere. 

(e) I have never been convicted of a disciplinary charge by an employer 

or by a professional or regulatory body nor are there any disciplinary 

proceedings pending against me in the United Kingdom or elsewhere 

in respect of any such charge.         

(f)    I have never been found guilty of an academic charge by a higher  

        education institution 4. 

                                            
3    Proceedings are pending if (i) you are currently charged with, or (ii) you are on bail or in detention 

or custody (or have failed to surrender to custody) in connection with any criminal offence. 

4    If you were found guilty, but subsequently successfully appealed against that finding, there is no 

need to declare it. 



(g)   I have  never had any bankruptcy order5, debt relief order6, director’s  

       disqualification order7, bankruptcy restrictions order8 or debt relief   

  restrictions order made against me nor have I entered into any      

individual voluntary arrangement with creditors. 

(h)  I have not previously been refused admission to or expelled from an 

Inn of Court in England and Wales, the Faculty of Advocates in 

Scotland or the King’s Inns in Ireland or from any other similar body in 

any country in the world. 

(i) I do not suffer from serious incapacity due to mental disorder (within 

the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or any 

equivalent legislation in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland), nor 

addiction to alcohol or drugs, nor from any other condition which might 

impair my fitness to be a practising barrister 9. 

                                            
5   For this purpose a “bankruptcy order” includes a bankruptcy order made pursuant to the Insolvency   

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any such similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
6   For this purpose, a “debt relief order” includes a debt relief order made pursuant to the Insolvency      

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
7   For this purpose, a “director’s disqualification order” includes a disqualification order made by a 

court or  

    disqualification undertaking accepted by the Secretary of State, pursuant to the Company Directors’   

    Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 and any similar order or undertaking made or given 

in any  

    jurisdiction in the world.  
8  For this purpose, a “bankruptcy restrictions order” includes a bankruptcy restrictions order made by 

a  

   court or a bankruptcy restrictions undertaking accepted pursuant to the Insolvency (Northern 

Ireland)    

   Order 1989 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any jurisdiction in the world. 
9  If you are a disabled person within the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 

or the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 or any equivalent legislation in England and Wales and are 



If any of the statements in paragraph 1 (a) – (i) is incorrect in any respect, 

please delete the statement or relevant part of it as appropriate. 

2. Except as disclosed below, I am not aware of any other matter which might 

reasonably be thought to call into question my fitness to practise as a 

barrister10. 

 

 

3. I accept that honesty and integrity are at the heart of a barrister’s practice.   

4. If requested by the Inn, I will apply, or assist the Inn in applying, to Access NI 

or the equivalent body in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland for 

disclosure about me. 

5. I will inform the Inn immediately if any statement made in this Memorial, 

Declaration or Undertaking ceases to be true while I am an applicant for 

admission to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland.  

                                            
unable to make this declaration then, on application to the Inn, consideration will be given as to 

whether reasonable adjustments can be made. 
10   This includes any incident or behaviour which, if known to the Inn, might cause your application to 

be considered more carefully.  If in doubt, disclose the incident/behaviour. 

 



6. I will comply with the rules and regulations of the Bar Council and of the 

Honorable Society of the Inn of Court and will observe the Code of Conduct of 

the Bar of Northern Ireland for as long as I remain a barrister. 

7.  I understand that the Benchers will consider the information in this Memorial,   

      Declaration and Undertaking before they decide whether to admit me to the    

      degree of Barrister-at-Law.   

8. I was admitted as a student into your Honourable Society in                     Term 

2        .   

9.     I have not been found guilty by the course provider of cheating or other   

        misconduct on a Bar Professional Training Course nor am I, or likely to be,   

        under investigation in respect of an allegation of cheating/misconduct.   

10. If I am admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law with the intention of 

practising at the Bar, I will enter into a pupillage with a  practising barrister of 

the Bar of Northern Ireland.  

11. If I am admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law and for so long as I 

continue to practise as a barrister in Northern Ireland I will not engage in any 

other profession or carry on or take part in any other trade or business 

without the consent of the Benchers of your Honourable Society 

12. If I cease to practise at the Bar of Northern Ireland I will forthwith inform the 

Under Treasurer in writing of the date on which I ceased practice.  

13. I have read and understood the terms of this Memorial, Declaration and 

Undertaking.  

14. I understand that if this Memorial, Declaration or Undertaking is found to be 

false in any material respect or there is a breach of the Declaration or 

Undertaking, such falsity or breach shall constitute professional misconduct.  



15. I will inform the Inn of any change to my name, address, e-mail or telephone  

contact details.  Except as set out below, this is my first and only application 

for admission to any Inn or similar body.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dated        day of                        2     . 

 

    Signature:  ………………………………………. 

 



THIRD SCHEDULE – RULE 11 

CERTIFICATE 

 

of a practising barrister of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least 10 years’ standing. 

 

I certify that: 

1. I know the applicant and 

2. I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and 

3. I believe that he is a fit and proper person to be admitted to the degree of 

Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland. 

  

Dated           day of                      20    . 

 

Signed: …………………………………. 

 

 BENCHER’S  STATEMENT 

 

I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and the above-

mentioned certificate.  At a meeting of the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the 

Inn of Court of Northern Ireland I intend to propose …………………………................                        

as a fit and proper person to be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in 

Northern Ireland. 

Signed: …………………………………… 

Dated           day of                       20    . 

 



FOURTH  SCHEDULE – RULES 15, 15A AND 16 

MEMORIAL, DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING TO BE ADMITTED TO THE  

DEGREE OF BARRISTER-AT-LAW 

 

To the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland (“the 

Inn”)                                                                                                    Photograph 

I, (full names 1) ………………………………………………     

of  (home address) ………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

Email ………………………………………………………… 

Tel: …………………………………………………………… 

Date of birth ………………………………………………… 

Present occupation ………………………………………… 

for the purpose of being admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland to 

hereby declare and undertake as follows:- 

1. (a)  I have never been convicted of any criminal offence 2.   

 

 

                                            
1   Give your name as shown on your passport. 

 
2   For this purpose a “criminal offence” means any offence including an offence relating to the non-

payment of tax or VAT, wherever and whenever committed, under the criminal law of any jurisdiction 

except (i) an offence for which liability is capable of being discharged by payment of a fixed penalty; 

and (ii) an offence which has as its main ingredient the unlawful parking of a vehicle.  Any conviction 

which is spent is nevertheless required to be disclosed by virtue of the Rehabilitation of Offenders 

(Exceptions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979 or any equivalent legislation in England and Wales.   

Details of a criminal conviction should specify the sentence given. 
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(b) There are no proceedings pending 3 against me in the United Kingdom or 

elsewhere in respect of any criminal offence. 

(c )  I have not 

         (i)    received a caution or been bound over, 

(ii)     been the subject of a court injunction or 

(iii)  been the subject of an injunction/order in relation to harassment or 

anti-social behaviour  

at any time either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.   

(d)   I am not currently aware of any circumstances which might lead to me   

        being or becoming the subject of an investigation relating to a criminal  

        charge either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere. 

(e) I have never been convicted of a disciplinary charge by an employer or by 

a professional or regulatory body nor are there any disciplinary 

proceedings pending against me in the United Kingdom or elsewhere in 

respect of any such charge.         

(f)    I have never been found guilty of an academic charge by a higher  

        education institution 4. 

(g)   I have  never had any bankruptcy order5, debt relief order6, director’s  

       disqualification order7, bankruptcy restrictions order8 or debt relief   

                                            
3    Proceedings are pending if (i) you are currently charged with, or (ii) you are on bail or in detention or 

custody (or have failed to surrender to custody) in connection with any criminal offence. 

4    If you were found guilty, but subsequently successfully appealed against that finding, there is no need 

to declare it. 

5   For this purpose a “bankruptcy order” includes a bankruptcy order made pursuant to the Insolvency   

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any such similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
6   For this purpose, a “debt relief order” includes a debt relief order made pursuant to the Insolvency      

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
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       restrictions order made against me nor have I entered into any individual  

      voluntary arrangement with creditors. 

(h)  I have not previously been refused admission to or expelled from an Inn of 

Court in England and Wales, the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland or the 

King’s Inns in Ireland or from any other similar body in any country in the 

world. 

(i) I do not suffer from serious incapacity due to mental disorder (within the 

meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or any 

equivalent legislation in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland), nor 

addiction to alcohol or drugs, nor from any other condition which might 

impair my fitness to be a practising barrister 9. 

If any of the statements in paragraph 1 (a) – (i) is incorrect in any respect, 

please delete the statement or relevant part of it as appropriate. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                              
7   For this purpose, a “director’s disqualification order” includes a disqualification order made by a court or  

    disqualification undertaking accepted by the Secretary of State, pursuant to the Company Directors’   

    Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any  

    jurisdiction in the world.  
8  For this purpose, a “bankruptcy restrictions order” includes a bankruptcy restrictions order made by a  

   court or a bankruptcy restrictions undertaking accepted pursuant to the Insolvency (Northern Ireland)    

   Order 1989 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any jurisdiction in the world. 
9  If you are a disabled person within the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or 

the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 or any equivalent legislation in England and Wales and are unable 

to make this declaration then, on application to the Inn, consideration will be given as to whether 

reasonable adjustments can be made. 
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2. Except as disclosed below, I am not aware of any other matter which might 

reasonably be thought to call into question my fitness to practise as a barrister 10. 

 

3. I accept that honesty and integrity are at the heart of a barrister’s practice.   

4. If requested by the Inn, I will apply, or assist the Inn in applying, to Access NI or 

the equivalent body in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland for disclosure 

about me. 

5. I will inform the Inn immediately if any statement made in this Memorial, 

Declaration or Undertaking ceases to be true while I am an applicant for 

admission to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland.  

6. I will comply with the rules and regulations of the Bar Council and of the 

Honorable Society of the Inn of Court and will observe the Code of Conduct of the 

Bar of Northern Ireland for as long as I remain a barrister in Northern Ireland. 

 

                                            
10   This includes any incident or behaviour which, if known to the Inn, might cause your application to be 

considered more carefully.  If in doubt, disclose the incident/behaviour. 
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7.  I understand that the Benchers will consider the information in this Memorial,   

      Declaration and Undertaking before they decide whether to admit me to the    

      degree of Barrister-at-Law.   

8.   I was called to the Bar of England and Wales / Ireland on………………………… . 

9.     I have not been found guilty by the course provider of cheating or other   

        misconduct on a Bar Professional Training Course nor am I, or likely to be,   

        under investigation in respect of an allegation of cheating/misconduct.   

10. If I am admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law and for so long as I continue to 

practise as a barrister in Northern Ireland I will not engage in any other 

profession or carry on or take part in any other trade or business without the 

consent of the Benchers of your Honorable Society. 

11. I have read and understood the terms of this Memorial, Declaration and 

Undertaking. 

12. I understand that if this Memorial, Declaration or Undertaking is found to be false  

        in any material respect or there is a breach of the Declaration or Undertaking,  

        such falsity or breach shall constitute professional misconduct.   

13. I will inform the Inn of any change to my name, address, e-mail or telephone  

        contact details.   

 

 

Dated        day of                        2     . 

 

    Signature:  ………………………………………. 



FOURTH SCHEDULE – RULES 15, 15A AND 16 

CERTIFICATE 

 

of a practising barrister of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least 10 years’ standing. 

 

I certify that: 

1. I know the applicant ……………………………………………………….. and 

2. I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and 

3. I believe that he is a fit and proper person to be admitted to the degree of 

Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland. 

  

Dated           day of                      20    . 

 

Signed: …………………………………. 

 

BENCHER’S  STATEMENT 

 
I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and the above-

mentioned certificate.  At a meeting of the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the 

Inn of Court of Northern Ireland I intend to propose                                     as a fit and 

proper person to be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland. 

 

Dated           day of                       20    . 

 

Signed: …………………………………. 

 



SCHEDULE 4 – RULE 20 

MEMORIAL, DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING FOR 

TEMPORARY MEMBERSHIP OF THE INN OF COURT OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

AND OF THE BAR OF NORTHERN IRELAND  

 

To the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland 

(“the Inn”)                                                                                                    Photograph 

I, (full names 1) ………………………………………………     

of  (home address) ………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

Email ………………………………………………………… 

Tel: …………………………………………………………… 

Date of birth ………………………………………………… 

Present occupation ………………………………………… 

desirous of being admitted to temporary membership of Inn of Court of Northern 

Ireland and the Bar of Ireland for the purpose of being admitted to the degree of 

Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland to hereby declare and undertake as follows:- 

1. (a)  I have never been convicted of any criminal offence 2.   

                                            
1   Give your name as shown on your passport. 

 
2   For this purpose a “criminal offence” means any offence including an offence relating to the non-

payment of tax or VAT, wherever and whenever committed, under the criminal law of any 

jurisdiction except (i) an offence for which liability is capable of being discharged by payment of a 

fixed penalty; and (ii) an offence which has as its main ingredient the unlawful parking of a 

vehicle.  Any conviction which is spent is nevertheless required to be disclosed by virtue of the 

Rehabilitation of Offenders (Exceptions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979 or any equivalent 

 



 

(b) There are no proceedings pending 3 against me in the United Kingdom 

or elsewhere in respect of any criminal offence. 

(c )  I have not 

         (i)    received a caution or been bound over, 

(ii)     been the subject of a court injunction or 

(iii)  been the subject of an injunction/order in relation to harassment 

or anti-social behaviour  

at any time either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.   

(d)   I am not currently aware of any circumstances which might lead to me   

        being or becoming the subject of an investigation relating to a 

criminal  

        charge either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere. 

(e) I have never been convicted of a disciplinary charge by an employer 

or by a professional or regulatory body nor are there any disciplinary 

proceedings pending against me in the United Kingdom or elsewhere 

in respect of any such charge.         

(f)    I have never been found guilty of an academic charge by a higher  

        education institution 4. 

                                            
legislation in England and Wales.   Details of a criminal conviction should specify the sentence 

given. 

3    Proceedings are pending if (i) you are currently charged with, or (ii) you are on bail or in detention 

or custody (or have failed to surrender to custody) in connection with any criminal offence. 

4    If you were found guilty, but subsequently successfully appealed against that finding, there is no 

need to declare it. 



(g)   I have  never had any bankruptcy order5, debt relief order6, director’s  

       disqualification order7, bankruptcy restrictions order8 or debt relief   

       restrictions order made against me nor have I entered into any 

individual  

      voluntary arrangement with creditors. 

(h)  I have not previously been refused admission to or expelled from an 

Inn of Court in England and Wales, the Faculty of Advocates in 

Scotland or the King’s Inns in Ireland or from any other similar body in 

any country in the world. 

(i) I do not suffer from serious incapacity due to mental disorder (within 

the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or any 

equivalent legislation in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland), nor 

addiction to alcohol or drugs, nor from any other condition which might 

impair my fitness to be a practising barrister 9. 

                                            
5   For this purpose a “bankruptcy order” includes a bankruptcy order made pursuant to the Insolvency   

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any such similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
6   For this purpose, a “debt relief order” includes a debt relief order made pursuant to the Insolvency      

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
7   For this purpose, a “director’s disqualification order” includes a disqualification order made by a 

court or  

    disqualification undertaking accepted by the Secretary of State, pursuant to the Company Directors’   

    Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 and any similar order or undertaking made or given 

in any  

    jurisdiction in the world.  
8  For this purpose, a “bankruptcy restrictions order” includes a bankruptcy restrictions order made by 

a  

   court or a bankruptcy restrictions undertaking accepted pursuant to the Insolvency (Northern 

Ireland)    

   Order 1989 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any jurisdiction in the world. 
9  If you are a disabled person within the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 

or the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 or any equivalent legislation in England and Wales and are 



If any of the statements in paragraph 1 (a) – (i) is incorrect in any 

respect, please delete the statement or relevant part of it as 

appropriate. 

2. Except as disclosed below, I am not aware of any other matter which might 

reasonably be thought to call into question my fitness to practise as a barrister 

10. 

 

 

3. I accept that honesty and integrity are at the heart of a barrister’s practice.   

4. If requested by the Inn, I will apply, or assist the Inn in applying, to Access NI 

or the equivalent body in England and Wales, Scotland or Ireland for 

disclosure about me. 

                                            
unable to make this declaration then, on application to the Inn, consideration will be given as to 

whether reasonable adjustments can be made. 
10   This includes any incident or behaviour which, if known to the Inn, might cause your application to 

be considered more carefully.  If in doubt, disclose the incident/behaviour. 

 



5. I will inform the Inn immediately if any statement made in this Memorial, 

Declaration of Undertaking ceases to be true while I am an applicant for 

admission to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland.  

6. I will comply with the rules and regulations of the Bar Council and of the 

Honorable Society of the Inn of Court and will observe the Code of Conduct of 

the Bar of Northern Ireland for as long as I remain a barrister in Northern 

Ireland. 

7.  I understand that the Benchers will consider the information in this Memorial,   

      Declaration and Undertaking before they decide whether to admit me to the    

      degree of Barrister-at-Law.   

8.   I was called to the Bar of England and Wales / Ireland   

on………………………… . 

9.     I have not been found guilty by the course provider of cheating or other   

        misconduct on a Bar Professional Training Course nor am I, or likely to be,   

        under investigation in respect of an allegation of cheating/misconduct.   

10. If I am admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law and for so long as I 

continue to practise as a barrister in Northern Ireland I will not engage in any 

other profession or carry on or take part in any other trade or business 

without the consent of the Benchers of your Honorable Society. 

11. I have read and understood the terms of this Memorial, Declaration and 

Undertaking. 

12. I understand that if this Memorial, Declaration or Undertaking is found to be 

false in any material respect or there is a breach of the Declaration or 

Undertaking, such falsity or breach shall constitute professional misconduct.   

13. I will inform the Inn of any change to my name, address, e-mail or telephone  



        contact details.   

 

Dated        day of                        2     . 

 

    Signature:  ………………………………………. 

 



FIFTH SCHEDULE – RULES 17, 18 AND 19 

MEMORIAL, DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING 

OF A FORMER SOLICITOR TO BE ADMITTED TO 

THE DEGREE OF BARRISTER-AT-LAW 

 

To the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland (“the 

Inn”)                                                                                                    Photograph 

I, (full names 1) ………………………………………………     

of  (home address) ………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

Email ………………………………………………………… 

Tel: …………………………………………………………… 

Date of birth ………………………………………………… 

Present occupation ………………………………………… 

for the purpose of being admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland to 

hereby declare and undertake as follows:- 

1. (a)  I have never been convicted of any criminal offence 2.   

 

                                            
1   Give your name as shown on your passport. 

 
2   For this purpose a “criminal offence” means any offence including an offence relating to the non-

payment of tax or VAT, wherever and whenever committed, under the criminal law of any jurisdiction 

except (i) an offence for which liability is capable of being discharged by payment of a fixed penalty; 

and (ii) an offence which has as its main ingredient the unlawful parking of a vehicle.  Any conviction 

which is spent is nevertheless required to be disclosed by virtue of the Rehabilitation of Offenders 

(Exceptions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979.   Details of a criminal conviction should specify the 

sentence given. 
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(b) There are no proceedings pending 3 against me in the United Kingdom or 

elsewhere in respect of any criminal offence. 

(c )  I have not 

         (i)    received a caution or been bound over, 

(ii)     been the subject of a court injunction, or 

(iii)  been the subject of an injunction/order in relation to harassment or 

anti-social behaviour  

at any time either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.   

(d)   I am not currently aware of any circumstances which might lead to me   

        being or becoming the subject of an investigation relating to a criminal  

        charge either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere. 

(e) I have never been convicted of a disciplinary charge by an employer or by 

a professional or regulatory body nor are there any disciplinary 

proceedings pending against me in the United Kingdom or elsewhere in 

respect of any such charge.         

(f)    I have never been found guilty of an academic charge by a higher  

        education institution 4. 

 

 

 

                                            
3    Proceedings are pending if (i) you are currently charged with, or (ii) you are on bail or in detention or 

custody (or have failed to surrender to custody) in connection with any criminal offence. 

4    If you were found guilty, but subsequently successfully appealed against that finding, there is no need 

to declare it. 
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(g)   I have  never had any bankruptcy order5, debt relief order6, director’s  

       disqualification order7, bankruptcy restrictions order8 or debt relief   

       restrictions order made against me nor have I entered into any individual  

      voluntary arrangement with creditors. 

(h)  I have not previously been refused admission to or expelled from an Inn of 

Court in England and Wales, the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland or the 

King’s Inns in the Ireland or from any other similar body in any country in 

the world. 

(i) I do not suffer from serious incapacity due to mental disorder (within the 

meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986), nor addiction 

to alcohol or drugs, nor from any other condition which might impair my 

fitness to become a practising barrister 9. 

If any of the statements in paragraph 1 (a) – (i) is incorrect in any respect, 

please delete the statement or relevant part of it as appropriate. 

                                            
5   For this purpose a “bankruptcy order” includes a bankruptcy order made pursuant to the Insolvency   

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any such similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
6   For this purpose, a “debt relief order” includes a debt relief order made pursuant to the Insolvency      

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
7   For this purpose, a “director’s disqualification order” includes a disqualification order made by a court or  

    disqualification undertaking accepted by the Secretary of State, pursuant to the Company Directors’   

    Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any  

    jurisdiction in the world.  
8  For this purpose, a “bankruptcy restrictions order” includes a bankruptcy restrictions order made by a  

   court or a bankruptcy restrictions undertaking accepted pursuant to the Insolvency (Northern Ireland)    

   Order 1989 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any jurisdiction in the world. 
9  If you are a disabled person within the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or 

the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and are unable to make this declaration then, on application to the 

Inn, consideration will be given as to whether reasonable adjustments can be made. 
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2. Except as disclosed below, I am not aware of any other matter which might 

reasonably be thought to call into question my fitness to practise as a barrister 10. 

 

3. I accept that honesty and integrity are at the heart of a barrister’s practice.   

4. If requested by the Inn, I will apply, or assist the Inn in applying, to Access NI for 

disclosure about me. 

5. I will inform the Inn immediately if any statement made in this Memorial, 

Declaration or Undertaking ceases to be true while I am an applicant for 

admission to the Degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland.  

6. I will comply with the rules and regulations of the Bar Council and of the 

Honorable Society of the Inn of Court and will observe the Code of Conduct of the 

Bar of Northern Ireland for as long as a I remain a barrister. 

 

                                            
10   This includes any incident or behaviour which, if known to the Inn, might cause your application to be 

considered more carefully.  If in doubt, disclose the incident/behaviour. 

 



 5

 

 

7.    I understand that the Benchers will consider the information in this Memorial,   

        Declaration and Undertaking before they decide whether to admit me to the    

        degree of Barrister-at-Law.   

8.     I have not been found guilty by the course provider of cheating or other   

        misconduct on a Bar Professional Training Course nor am I, or likely to be,   

        under investigation in respect of an allegation of cheating/misconduct.   

9.     I was admitted as a solicitor on the        day of                       19/20     and my 

name was entered on the roll of solicitors in Northern Ireland on the         day  

        of                  19/20      . 

10. Since the        day of                       19/20     I have been in active practice as a 

solicitor with (here state the names and addresses of all the firms with whom he 

has practised as a solicitor) ………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

11.    I have entirely ceased to practise as a solicitor and have ceased to have any 

financial interest in such practice and that my name was removed from the roll of 

solicitors on the          day of                        20    . 

12. If I am admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law with the intention of practising    

at the Bar, I will enter into a pupillage with a practising barrister of the Bar of 

Northern Ireland.   

13. If I am admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law and for so long as I continue to 

practise as a barrister in Northern Ireland I will not engage in any other 
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profession or carry on or take part in any other trade or business without the 

consent of the Benchers of your Honorable Society.   

14.    If I cease to practise at the Bar of Northern Ireland I will inform the  

        Under Treasurer in writing of the date on which I ceased practice. 

15.  I have read and understood the terms of this Memorial, Declaration and  

Undertaking.  

16. I understand that if this Memorial, Declaration or Undertaking is found to be false 

in any material respect or there is a breach of the Declaration or Undertaking, 

such falsity or breach shall constitute professional misconduct.   

17.    I will inform the Inn of any change to my name, address, e-mail or telephone  

        contact details.  Except as set out below, this is my first and only application for  

        admission to any Inn or similar body. 

 

 

 

 

Dated        day of                        2     . 

Signature:  ……………………………….. 



FIFTH SCHEDULE – RULES 17, 18 AND 19 

CERTIFICATE 

 

of a practising barrister of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least 10 years’ standing. 

 

I certify that: 

1. I know the applicant ……………………………………………………….. and 

2. I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and 

3. I believe that he is a fit and proper person to be admitted to the degree of 

Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland. 

  

Dated           day of                      20    . 

 

Signed: …………………………………. 

 

BENCHER’S  STATEMENT 

 
I have read the applicant’s Memorial, Declaration and Undertaking and the above-

mentioned certificate.  At a meeting of the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the 

Inn of Court of Northern Ireland I intend to propose                                     as a fit and 

proper person to be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law in Northern Ireland. 

 

Dated           day of                       20    . 

 

Signed: …………………………………. 

 



SIXTH SCHEDULE – RULE 21 
 

FORM ONE 
 

THE HONORABLE SOCIETY OF THE INN OF COURT OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
 

Application for Admission to the Bar as a Registered or Qualified European Lawyer 
Rule 21 of Rules of Admission 

 
 

1. Personal Details 
 
Surname 
 

 
 

Other Names  
 

Title  
(e.g. Mr, Ms) 
 

 

Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone No. (Day) 
 

 
 

Telephone No. (Home) 
 

 
 

E-mail Address 
 

 

Fax No.  
 

Nationality 
 

 

Jurisdiction  in which 
qualified as a lawyer 

 

Professional Title in 
Home Member State 
 

 

In the case of a 
registered European 
Lawyer, date on which 
the applicant was 
registered with the 
Executive Council as a 
Registered European 
Lawyer 

 



In the case of a 
qualified European 
Lawyer, date if at all 
on which the applicant 
first applied to be 
temporarily registered 
with the Executive 
Council as a qualified 
European Lawyer 
providing professional 
legal services on a 
temporary and 
occasional basis in 
Northern Ireland 

 

 
 

 
 

2. Educational/Professional Qualifications (All Applicants) 
 
Please list any educational or professional qualifications, from degree onwards. 

Provider 
 

Course Date 
Passed 

Grade 

    

    

    

 
 
 
 

   

    

    

 
 



3. Date of Admission to 
Practice in home Member 
State (All Applicants) 

 

 
4. Experience as a Qualified European Lawyer (All Applicants) 
Please provide full details of your experience as a Qualified European Lawyer since the 
date of admission to practice in your home Member State and if working in an employed 
capacity, please list all employers/organisations where you have practised since date of 
admission to practice in your home Member State. 
 
 

Dates Employer/Chambers etc Brief Description of Work 
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



5. Rights of Audience (All Applicants) 
 
Please give full details of your current rights of audience in your home jurisdiction 

 

 
 
6. Relevant Experience (All Applicants) 
 
Please give full details of your practice to date and how you feel it has prepared you for 
practice as a barrister in Northern Ireland. In particular, please give details of any 
advocacy experience, including the range of courts in which you have appeared, the 
frequency with which you have done so and over what period of time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please continue on a separate sheet if required 

  



7. Practice as a Barrister (All Applicants) 
 
Please explain why you wish to join the Bar of Northern Ireland and your intentions 

regarding practice. Please also provide particulars of any previous application you may 

have made for admission to the Bar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



8. Exemptions Sought (All Applicants) 
 
If you are seeking any exemptions for which you are applying and any observations you 

may wish to make in support of your application for such exemptions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Aptitude Test (All Applicants) 
 
If you have previously taken an Aptitude Test as required under the Rules of Admission  
( Rule 21 ) please provide details below including number of attempts, dates and results  
 

 
 
 
 



10. Experience as a Registered European Lawyer  
 
Please provide full details of your experience as a Registered European Lawyer since 
the date of Registration with the Executive Council and if working in an employed 
capacity, please list all employers/organisations in Northern Ireland where you have 
practised since registration as a Registered European Lawyer. 
 

Dates Employer/Organisation etc Brief Description of Work 
 

   

   

   

   

 
  



11. Details of Practice in Northern Ireland as a Registered European Lawyer 
 
Please give full details of legal activities that you have effectively and regularly pursued 
in Northern Ireland in Northern Irish law, including Community law, since registration as 
a Registered European Lawyer, giving as full information as practicable of such 
activities, including the number of matters you have dealt with and their nature. Please 
attach any relevant documentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please continue on a separate sheet if required 

 
 
 
 
 
 



12. In the case of a Registered European Lawyer, have you 
effectively and regularly pursued in Northern Ireland under a 
Home Professional Title professional activities in the law of 
Northern Ireland for at least three years? 
 

 
 

If the answer is “No”, please go to question 13. 
If the answer is “Yes”, please go straight to question 15. 
 

 

13. Knowledge and Professional Experience of Northern Irish Law (Registered 
European Lawyers) 
 
Please give full details of the knowledge and professional experience of Northern Irish 

law that you have acquired, including details of attendance at lectures or seminars on 

Northern Irish Law. Please give as full information as possible, with accompanying 

documentation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please continue on a separate sheet if required 



 

14. Availability for Interview (Registered European Lawyers) 
 
Please give an indication of any dates over the next 4 months when you would be 

unable to attend an interview. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
15. Declaration 
 
I declare that*: 
 
i) I am of good character and repute 
 
ii) I have not on the ground of professional misconduct or the commission of any criminal 
offence been prohibited from practising in any jurisdiction in relation to which I am a 
qualified legal practitioner and I am not currently suspended from so practising; 
 
iii) No bankruptcy order or directors disqualification order has been made against me 
and I have not entered into an individual voluntary arrangement with my creditors; 
 
iv) I am not aware of any circumstances which might lead to an event falling within (ii) or 
(iii) above taking place; 
 
v) All information provided on this form is correct; 
 
vi) Any supporting evidence that I have supplied with this application that refers to third 
parties has been suitably redacted so as to preserve their anonymity;  
 
vii) I have disclosed to the Under Treasurer in writing any circumstances affecting me 
which might reasonably be considered to be relevant to the question whether I should be 
permitted to be called to the Bar; and 
 
viii) I consent to my personal data being processed for the purpose of consideration of 
this application and in accordance with the Bar Council’s Privacy Statement 
 

*If you are unable to make any part of this declaration, please delete
 that part clearly and provide full details on a separate sheet.

Signature 
 

 

Date 
 

 



Please send the form, with all supporting documentation (see Admission Rules) and 
the application fee to: The Clerk to the Under Treasurer, c/o Ms Lisa Mayes, The Bar 

Council Office, The Bar Library, 91 Chichester Street, Belfast, BT1 3JQ 
 

 
CHECKLIST 

 
Please enclose with this form: 
 
i) Original or certified copies of all relevant educational/professional qualifications. 
 
ii) A certificate proving the applicant’s valid and current registration with the competent 

authority in the applicant’s home Member State as a lawyer qualified to practise 
under the applicant’s home country professional title. 

 
iii) Evidence that the applicant is not suspended or prohibited from practising in the 

applicant’s Member State by virtue of professional misconduct or commission of a 
criminal offence. 
 

iv) Any evidence on which the applicant relies to demonstrate that the applicant is of 
good character and repute. 

 
v) Evidence that the applicant has not been adjudicated bankrupt, disqualified from 

holding a directorship or entered into a voluntary arrangement with his creditors or 
has been the subject of any similar order in any jurisdiction. 

 
vi) Evidence that the applicant holds adequate professional indemnity insurance or 

cover under a scheme equivalent to the insurance required by the Bar Code of 
Conduct. 
 

vii) Any documentary evidence to support details given in sections 4 and 5 of legal 
activities as a qualified European Lawyer. 

 
viii) Any documentary evidence to support details given in sections 10 and 11 of legal 

activities that the applicant has effectively and regularly pursued in Northern Ireland 
since registration as a Registered European Lawyer. 

 
ix) (Only in the case of applicants to whom 13 above applies) any documentary 

evidence to support details given of knowledge and professional experience of 
Northern Irish law. 
 

x) If applying for exemption from the Aptitude Test (in whole or in part) all evidence in 
support of such application.  

 
xi) Certified translations of every certificate and other document on which the applicant 

relies which is not in the English language. 
 

xii) Particulars of any previous application which the applicant has made. 
 

xiii) Current application fee.  Please refer to the guidance notes for the appropriate fees 
and payment method.   

 
The fee is non-refundable. 
 



Please note: Your application cannot be processed until you have provided all of the 
evidence in the required format; furthermore, it is your responsibility to ensure that this 
accompanies your application. 
 
Please send the form, with all supporting documentation, to: 
 
The Clerk to the Under Treasurer 
Ms Lisa Mayes 
The Bar Council Office 
The Bar Library 
91 Chichester Street 
Belfast 
BT1 3JQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SIXTH SCHEDULE – RULE 22 
 

FORM TWO 
 

THE HONORABLE SOCIETY OF THE INN OF COURT OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
 

Application for Registration as a Registered European Lawyer 
 

Rule 22 of Rules of Admission 
 

 
 
 

1. Personal Details 
 
Surname 
 

 
 

Other Names  
 

Title  
(e.g. Mr, Ms) 
 

 

Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone No. (Day) 
 

 
 

Telephone No. (Home) 
 

 
 

E-mail Address 
 

 

Fax No.  
 

Nationality 
 

 

Professional Title in 
Home Member State 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



2. Details of Home Jurisdiction 
Please give the name and address of the competent authority with which you are 
registered as a lawyer in your home jurisdiction. If more than one, please give the name 
and address for each.  
Name of Competent 
Authority 1 
 
 

 
 

Address 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date of Admission 
 

 

Name of Competent 
Authority 2  
 
 

 

Address 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date of Admission 
 

 
 

Name of Competent 
Authority 3  
 

 
 

Address 
 

 

Date of Admission 
 

 

 
  



3. Current Status 

Have you completed your training?  

Are you currently entitled to practice as a member of the legal profession to 
which you belong? 

 

Is the certificate of attestation from your home jurisdiction and any other 
jurisdiction attached? 

 

Are you currently covered by professional indemnity insurance?  

If yes, please provide details, including conditions and extent of cover, on a separate 
sheet of paper. 
 
 

 
4. Previous Applications 

Have you previously made an application for registration under the Establishment 
Directive: 
To the Executive Council?  

To the Law Society of Northern Ireland?  

In another jurisdiction  

If yes, please supply full details, including the outcome of the application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Material Events 

Have formal proceedings alleging professional misconduct by you been started 
before a court or disciplinary tribunal in any jurisdiction? 
 

 

Have you ever been struck off or suspended from practice in any jurisdiction as 
a result of disciplinary proceedings? 
 

 

Have you suffered from any other disciplinary sanctions?  

Are there any material events relating to your fitness to practice which have 
occurred since your last application (if any) for registration (eg bankruptcy)? 
 

 

If you have answered yes to any of the above, please provide full details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6. Declaration 
 
I declare that*: 
 
i) I am of good character and repute 
 
ii) I have not on the ground of professional misconduct or the commission of any criminal 
offence been prohibited from practising in any jurisdiction in relation to which I am a 
qualified legal practitioner and I am not currently suspended from so practising; 
 
iii) No bankruptcy order or directors disqualification order has been made against me 
and I have not entered into an individual voluntary arrangement with my creditors; 
 
iv) I am not aware of any other circumstances relevant to my fitness to practise under my 
home title in Northern Ireland; 
 
v) I am not currently registered with the Bar Council of England and Wales, the Faculty 
of Advocates in Scotland, the Law Societies of England and Wales, Scotland or  
Northern Ireland;  
 
vi) All information provided on this form is correct; 
 
vii) Any supporting evidence that I have supplied with this application that refers to third 
parties has been suitably redacted so as to preserve their anonymity;  
 
viii) I have disclosed to the Executive Council in writing any circumstances affecting me 
which might reasonably be considered to be relevant to the question whether I should be 
registered as a European Lawyer;  
 
ix) I agree to abide by the rules of professional conduct of the Bar of Northern Ireland 
during the period of registration and I also agree that my home Bar(s)/Law Societies and 
the Executive Council can freely exchange all relevant information about my professional 
activities; and 
 
x) I consent to my personal data being processed for the purpose of consideration of this 
application and in accordance with the Bar Council’s Privacy Statement. 
 
 

*If you are unable to make any part of this declaration, please delete
 that part clearly and provide full details on a separate sheet.

Signature 
 

 

Date 
 

 

 
Please send the form, with all supporting documentation (see Admission Rules)  

and the application fee to: The Clerk to the Under Treasurer, Ms Lisa Mayes, The Bar Council 
Office, The Bar Library, 91 Chichester Street, Belfast, BT1 3JQ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CHECKLIST 

 
Please enclose with this form: 
 

i) A certificate proving the applicant’s current registration with the Competent Authority 
in the applicant’s home Member State as a lawyer qualified to practise under the 
applicant’s home country professional title 

ii) Evidence to show that the applicant is of good character and repute 

iii) Evidence that the applicant is not suspended or prohibited from practising in the 
applicant’s Member State by virtue of professional misconduct or commission of a 
criminal offence 

iv) Evidence that the applicant has not been adjudicated bankrupt or been the subject of 
a director’s disqualification or similar order in any jurisdiction and that the applicant 
has not entered into an individual voluntary arrangement with his creditors 

v) Evidence of the professional body of which the applicant is a member in the 
applicant’s home Member State and of the judicial authority before which the 
applicant is entitled to practise 

vi) Evidence that the applicant holds professional indemnity insurance or cover 
equivalent to the insurance required by the Bar Code of Conduct 

vii) Certified translations of every certificate and other document on which the applicant 
relies which is not in the English language. 

viii) Current application fee.  Please refer to the guidance notes for the appropriate fees 
and payment method.  

 

The fee is non-refundable. 
 
Please note: Your application cannot be processed until you have provided all of the 
evidence in the required format; furthermore, it is your responsibility to ensure that this 
accompanies your application. 
 
Please send the form, with all supporting documentation, to: 
 
The Clerk to the Under Treasurer 
Ms Lisa Mayes 
The Bar Council Office 
The Bar Library 
91 Chichester Street 
Belfast 
BT1 3JQ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTATION – ARTICLE 3 OF THE LAWYERS’ ESTABLISHMENT 
DIRECTIVE 98/5/EC of 16th FEBRUARY 1998 

 
 
I………………………………………………..[authorised person on behalf of the relevant 
competent authority in the home Member State] 
 
Hereby certify that………………………………………………………...[name of applicant] 
 
of……………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………..............................…………. 
 
……………………………………………………...[name and address of applicant’s firm] 
 
is registered as a …………………………………………….[professional title in home Member 
State] 
 
with……………………………………………………………[the relevant competent authority in 
the home Member State], 
and is authorised to practise as a……………………………………..[professional title in home 
Member State] 
 
Disciplinary Record 
 
Completed Proceedings 
 
Date                            Nature of Offence                                      Sanction 
 
 
 
Please say whether disciplinary proceedings can be considered as spend within your Member 
State e.g. after the passage of a certain period of time, and, if so, please give details below. 
 
 
Pending Proceedings 
[please describe] 
 
 
Signed: …………………………….. 
Date: ………… 
       [person authorised by the relevant competent authority in the home Member State] 
 
Status of signatory ……………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address of signatory in home Member State: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…................................................................................................................................................
........................................... 
 
 
 
 
 



SEVENTH SCHEDULE – RULE 28 (2) 

MEMORIAL, DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING 

OF A FORMER BARRISTER 

 

To the Benchers of the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland 

(“the Inn”)                                                                                                    Photograph 

I, (full names 1) ………………………………………………     

of  (home address) ………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

Email ………………………………………………………… 

Tel: …………………………………………………………… 

Date of birth ………………………………………………… 

Present occupation ………………………………………… 

for the purpose of resuming practice at the Bar of Northern Ireland do hereby 

declare and undertake as follows:- 

1. (a)  I have never been convicted of any criminal offence 2.   

 

                                            
1   Give your name as shown on your passport. 

 
2   For this purpose a “criminal offence” means any offence including an offence relating to the non-

payment of tax or VAT, wherever and whenever committed, under the criminal law of any 

jurisdiction except (i) an offence for which liability is capable of being discharged by payment of a 

fixed penalty; and (ii) an offence which has as its main ingredient the unlawful parking of a 

vehicle.  Any conviction which is spent is nevertheless required to be disclosed by virtue of the 

Rehabilitation of Offenders (Exceptions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979.   Details of a criminal 

conviction should specify the sentence given. 

 



 

(b) There are no proceedings pending 3 against me in the United Kingdom 

or elsewhere in respect of any criminal offence. 

(c )  I have not 

         (i)    received a caution or been bound over, 

(ii)    been the subject of a court injunction, or 

(iii) been the subject of an injunction/order in relation to harassment 

or anti-social behaviour  

at any time either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.   

(d)   I am not currently aware of any circumstances which might lead to me   

       being or becoming the subject of an investigation relating to a   

criminal charge either in the United Kingdom or elsewhere. 

(e) I have never been convicted of a disciplinary charge by an employer 

or by a professional or regulatory body nor are there any disciplinary 

proceedings pending against me in the United Kingdom or elsewhere 

in respect of any such charge.         

(f)    I have never been found guilty of an academic charge by a higher  

        education institution 4. 

 

 

 

                                            
3    Proceedings are pending if (i) you are currently charged with, or (ii) you are on bail or in detention 

or custody (or have failed to surrender to custody) in connection with any criminal offence. 

4    If you were found guilty, but subsequently successfully appealed against that finding, there is no 

need to declare it. 



(g)   I have  never had any bankruptcy order5, debt relief order6, director’s  

       disqualification order7, bankruptcy restrictions order8 or debt relief   

       restrictions order made against me nor have I entered into any 

individual voluntary arrangement with creditors. 

(h)  I have not previously been refused admission to or expelled from an 

Inn of Court in England and Wales, the Faculty of Advocates in 

Scotland or the King’s Inns in the Ireland or from any other similar body 

in any country in the world. 

(i) I do not suffer from serious incapacity due to mental disorder (within 

the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986), nor 

addiction to alcohol or drugs, nor from any other condition which might 

impair my fitness to become a practising barrister 9. 

                                            
5   For this purpose a “bankruptcy order” includes a bankruptcy order made pursuant to the Insolvency   

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any such similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
6   For this purpose, a “debt relief order” includes a debt relief order made pursuant to the Insolvency      

    (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 and any similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world. 
7   For this purpose, a “director’s disqualification order” includes a disqualification order made by a 

court or  

    disqualification undertaking accepted by the Secretary of State, pursuant to the Company Directors’   

    Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 and any similar order or undertaking made or given 

in any  

    jurisdiction in the world.  
8  For this purpose, a “bankruptcy restrictions order” includes a bankruptcy restrictions order made by 

a  

   court or a bankruptcy restrictions undertaking accepted pursuant to the Insolvency (Northern 

Ireland)    

   Order 1989 and any similar order or undertaking made or given in any jurisdiction in the world. 
9  If you are a disabled person within the meaning of the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 

or the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and are unable to make this declaration then, on 

application to the Inn, consideration will be given as to whether reasonable adjustments can be 

made. 



If any of the statements in paragraph 1 (a) – (i) is incorrect in any respect, 

please delete the statement or relevant part of it as appropriate. 

 

2. Except as disclosed below, I am not aware of any other matter which might 

reasonably be thought to call into question my fitness to practise as a 

barrister10. 

 

 

3. I accept that honesty and integrity are at the heart of a barrister’s practice.   

4. If requested by the Inn, I will apply, or assist the Inn in applying, to Access NI 

for disclosure about me. 

5. I understand that the Benchers will consider the information in this Memorial, 

Declaration and Undertaking before they decide whether to admit me as a 

student to the Inn.  

                                            
10   This includes any incident or behaviour which, if known to the Inn, might cause your application to 

be considered more carefully.  If in doubt, disclose the incident/behaviour. 

 



6. I was admitted as a student into the Honorable Society of the Inn of Court of 

Northern Ireland in the ………………. Term 19/20     . 

7. I was called to the Bar of Northern Ireland in the ………….. Term 19/20     . 

8. I have not practised since my Call to the Bar of Northern Ireland / since I 

ceased practice on the           day of                  20      and since then I whave 

…………………………….. (here state all the activities, other employment, 

etc).  

9. I wish to resume practice at the Bar of Northern Ireland on the         day of                             

20        because 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………(

here state the reasons for wishing to resume practice).  

10. I informed the Under-Treasurer of my intention to resume practice at the Bar 

of Northern Ireland by way of letter dated            day of             20    . 

11. I informed the Secretary to the General Council of the Bar of Northern Ireland 

of my intention to resume practice at the Bar by way of letter date            day 

of 20      .  

12. I have read and understood the terms of this Memorial, Declaration and 

Undertaking. 

13. I understand that if this Memorial, Declaration or Undertaking is found to be 

false in any material respect or there is a breach of the Declaration of 

Undertaking, such falsity or breach shall constitute misconduct.  

14. I will inform the Inn of any change to my name, address, e-mail or telephone 

contact details.  

 



 Dated        day of                        2     . 

 Signature:  ……………………………….. 
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